All applications for paraprofessionals must include a copy of the applicant’s high school diploma, a transcript showing high school graduation, GED, or a letter from the high school stating the applicant has graduated.  The State Board of Education requires this of applicants who hold a substitute or teaching certificate as well.  If the applicant has passed the ACT WorkKeys test, the ROE needs the original certificate to make a photocopy.  If the Para-pro test was completed as the requirement for a paraprofessional approval, the applicant must submit the original certificate per the State Board of Education (this certificate will not be returned to the applicant but rather kept on file at the State Board of Education).  The ROE office will return any original WorkKeys Certificate along with the approval.
WHAT DISTRICTS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE NEW RULES FOR
QUALIFICATIONS AND ASSIGNMENT OF PARAPROFESSIONALS (TEACHER AIDES)
	REGULAR EDUCATION
	SPECIAL EDUCATION

	PARAPROFESSIONAL
	PARAPROFESSIONAL

	 
	 

	The longstanding qualification for assignment as a paraprofessional
	The longstanding qualification for special education paraprofessionals in

	(teacher aide) in Illinois public schools was to have submitted
	Illinois was to participate in annual in-service training related to their

	evidence on official transcripts of having completed (any) 30-
	Responsibilities.  Acceptable evidence in the region was evidence of

	Semester hours of credit at an institution of higher learning and
	participation in either a district or SEDOM sponsored training.  This 

	be issued a teacher aide approval letter.  This qualification
	Qualification requirement has changed as described below for special

	requirement remains, but as of January 8, 2002, the possibilities
	Education paraprofessionals.

	for achieving this qualification have been expanded.  A regular
	

	teacher aide may have been and continues to be qualified 
	If hired on or before June 30, 2005, a

	through a letter of approval issued through a Regional Office
	special education paraprofessional must

	upon presentation of 30-semester hours, on official transcripts,
	show, by July 1, 2007 evidence of:

	earned at an institute of higher learning.
	*A letter of approval as a paraprofessional issued through a

	
	Regional Office of Education upon presentation of 30-semester

	Effective January 8, 2002, regular education aides are additionally
	hours on official transcripts, earned at an institution of higher learning

	able to be qualified by:
	or

	Passing ACT WorkKeys test
	*Passing ACT WorkKeys test

	or
	or

	     *Passing ETS ParaPro test
	*Passing ETS ParaPro test

	or
	or

	*Completing an approved ICCB or
	*Completing an approved ICCB or

	ISBE training program
	ISBE training program

	These additional options are in lieu of, not
	

	in addition to the 30-semester hours noted
	If hired after June 30, 2005 must show

	above.
	evidence of one of the qualifications above

	
	upon employment.


